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Week #1—Introduction
Dave Parker
AUTHOR: Apostle Paul
RECIPIENT: Paul’s letter is addressed to Titus, a Gentile by birth, who Paul had tasked with overseeing the churches on Crete.
ABOUT CRETE:
Crete is a 150-mile-long island southeast of Greece along the imaginary boundary between the Aegean Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. Mt. Ida in
Crete was famous in Greek legend as the birthplace of Zeus. Zeus was known for his seduction of women and deception. The Cretans took pride in
the womanizing, lying that characterized Zeus.
The Cretan culture was shaped by Greek mythology. They believed Greek gods were mere men and women elevated to deities through
benevolent service and gifts to mankind. Not only did they believe Crete was the central place of worship to these gods, they believed that the
majority of the gods were born on their island, including the chief “man-become-god”, Zeus, who was allegedly buried there.
So fast forward a couple centuries to a culture that has been marinating in this type of ideology and add a Jewish culture into the mix and then
add Jesus. False teachers who mixed Judaism with a little Greek mythology were hijacking the authentic message of the Gospel. Paul sums up the
morally challenging culture in Titus 1:12 by quoting one of their own, Cretan Philosopher Epimenides, who said, “Cretans are always liars, evil
brutes, lazy gluttons”. Titus had a big job ahead of him.
OVERVIEW OF TITUS:
Some have said that Titus is a bargain basement book where you get a large amount of teaching for your money in a small space. Others have
likened this little jewel of a book to a blueprint for planting and maintaining a healthy vibrant church. Churches that follow what Paul is laying out
for Timothy can find themselves thriving and healthy. Think about it, if you have a healthy leadership grounded in the Gospel coupled with Godly
men and women who are watching out for, teaching and encouraging one another and then add to that a people who live life intentionally
informed by and rooted in the principals of the Gospel, you WILL have a healthy church that is living out the purpose God has in mind for them.
MESSAGE OF TITUS:
It was a stretch for those who had long been entrenched in this false theology to now believe that instead they were to place their faith, hope and
trust in a Savior who was a “god” now become a man. In every way, Jesus was the antithesis of Zeus, the man who became a god. Paul knew that
what people worshipped ultimately is what shapes their culture. He wanted them to fall in love with Jesus and encouraged Titus to lead the
Christians on Crete to make the name of Jesus great and rise above that of Zeus. The three chapters of Titus each deal with three areas of
influence that Christians must strive to live in such a way that Jesus’ name would be made “great” and the Gospel would be known. Each chapter
also has a summary passage which many call theological gems.
Below are the areas of influence followed by the theological gem.
Titus 1: Doctrine and duty in the Church
1:1-3 highlights that knowledge of the truths of the Gospel lead to godly lives. This is especially to be seen and lived out in the leadership of
the church.
Titus 2: Doctrine and duty in the home.
2:11-14 emphasized that the salvation we receive through the grace of God teaches us to say ‘no’ to the ways of the world and ‘yes’ to
self-controlled, upright and godly lives. Jesus died so that we may live differently and that in our homes and communities of faith we would
influence one another to do the same no matter what age or position in life we have. Our lives are to make Jesus attractive to others.

Titus 3: Doctrine and duty in the world
3:3-7 is a summary of what drives us to make Jesus’ name great in our communities and with those we come in contact daily. These few
verses are a powerful reminder of the redemption we receive through Jesus. The life of a regenerate person is one which can impact the
world for Jesus.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Read through Titus together as a group and have each person point out one part that really catches their eye and explain why.
2. What are some of the beliefs in our nation that are shaping the culture that we live in? How do we stand against false truths yet let our
witness to others be a shining light? Talk through some examples.
3. Titus 1:1-3 has some rich theological truths and overtones. Discuss what you see.
4. After reading through the introduction material and viewing the Gospel project video, what do you look forward to gleaning from the book of
Titus?

NOTES

Week #2—Chapter 1
David De Jong
BIG IDEA:
Church leadership should always be pointing others to Jesus and His authority as the ultimate leader of leaders. The qualities that mark the
Christian leader should be what all Christians strive for as they stand up for the Gospel and stand in opposition to false teaching.
COMMENTARY:
Titus 1:1-4, Paul in his letter tells us (as a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ) a message of hope in eternal life. This hope is not the same as
hoping your week goes well or hoping it does not rain, those are uncertainties. Eternal life is promised to us from God, who never lies. The hope
we have is secure because it is coming from God who sent his son to fulfill His promise.
Next, Paul is instructing Titus to appoint or ordain elders in the Cretan churches. These leaders should be men who are faithful to their wife and
are raising their children to know Jesus and act like it. These shepherds should have unquestionable character, be generous, loving, and have
self-control. Paul also talks about church leaders in 1 Timothy 3:1-13, where he gave direction to the young Pastor Timothy and gave directives on
how these leaders should and should not act. They need to live by the word of God, sharing it accurately with others, and calling out people who
are teaching false truths.
In the last section of chapter 1, Paul calls out the false teachers in Crete and instructs that they be confronted. Judaizers (Jewish Christians who
demanded fellow Christians hold to certain Jewish traditions) were teaching the people of Crete to be circumcised and observe Old Testament
laws in order to be saved and follow Christ. Paul even quotes a Cretan poet who admits, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons." These
teachers were mainly motivated by the money, and urgently needed to be replaced by better Christian men. Paul wanted men who were sound in
their faith, not wavering or falsely motivated.
RESPONSE:
My first and honest thought is, “oh man I am glad I'm not an elder.” That is a lot of pressure! Then the more you think about it, this is how God
wants everyone to live. We want Godly leaders pointing people back to Jesus. Just because I am not in a church leadership position currently,
doesn't mean I couldn't be at some point later. Like everyone else, I have no idea what will happen years from now. Right now, I do not feel
qualified or even know if it is something that I am called to do, but I know I want to live in a way that keeps that option open. You must ask
yourself; do you aspire to be an elder or leader in the church? What are you doing or could be doing daily to get there? We all end up leading
people in some way eventually, whether at work, on a team, your spouse, kids, and family. Use these opportunities to practice what Paul is calling
the elders to.
A few years ago, I was in South Africa with a church group helping a missionary family working with Zulu people. We were teaching, doing VBS for
the kids and replacing a roof for their schoolhouse. I was talking with Kelly, the father of the missionary family, about his long-term plans for the
area. He knew he wanted to create a support system to help foster all the orphaned kids in the area, but he struggled finding Zulu men up for the
task. In an area where people believe in ancestral worship, false messiahs, and many other religions, Christian Zulu men were hard to come by.
Many local men suffered from problems with drugs and alcohol, leaving most kids to be raised by a grandmother or another woman who would
take them in. Kelly was looking for leaders in his community just like Titus was looking for some in Crete.
Another way to apply this passage is to support and encourage fellow Christians who are elders, or who one day may become an elder. We all
have different gifts and even if you are not led to the elder position, what could you do to help others who may be one someday? We can try and
live in a way that pleases God, because no one knows what could happen in their future. We can pray for those around us to face the trials in their
lives in a way that honors our Father.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. One of the roles of an elder or leader is to teach sound doctrine and refute those who teach what is false. What can an elder/leader do to
ensure they are well equipped for this task?
2. How would you define what sound Biblical doctrine is? Give some examples.
3. What other qualities besides those listed in Titus would you want in an elder?
4. Who do you feel called to lead in your life? How are you doing that, or preparing for that?
5. An elder or leader must be blameless or above reproach (Titus 1:6-7). What is the difference between blameless and sinless? How would you
define, “above reproach”? Is that a goal for your own life?

NOTES

Week #3—Chapter 2
Elizabeth Crain
BIG IDEA:
The beauty of the gospel is enhanced or disguised by our behavior.
COMMENTARY:
While Paul gives qualifications for elders in the beginning of the letter, the assumption is that the elders would be older men. Paul then moves
into the second section reminding that the remaining older men are not exempt from the behavior expected for elders. This section is all about
reminding Titus to stand firm teaching the sound doctrine he knows; “sound” being “healthy, wholesome, in contrast to the destructive
doctrine of deceivers and false teachers”. Along with guidance for older men, Paul leaves no group without guidance, regardless of age, sex, or
social-economic status.
John Stott in his commentary noted, that where most of Paul’s letters start with doctrinal guidance and then transition with a, “therefore,” to how
we should behave; in Titus he starts with exhorting different groups of people on how to behave and then pivots: “duty because of doctrine.” Paul
is reminding us that we all have a part to play and that just because we may be younger or older, in positions of authority or submission, or
wherever we fall on the social-economic spectrum is no excuse to not behave in a manner that befits the gospel. Stott also uses the example that
the gospel is a jewel and our behavior is the setting for the “gospel-jewel.” We can present it upfront and prominent, making it shine and stand
apart, or we can disguise and hide it, making it look less attractive. For a jewel is always attractive, but the manner of its presentation can affect
the attractiveness to observers.
RESPONSE:
When looking at the guidance given in Titus Chapter 2, two things tend to be my response: 1- to key in on what applies to “just my category,” and
2- to point my finger at others. When we, as individuals, are called out in our behavior it is easy to turn it around and want to identify other
people’s failings to make ourselves feel better. But we all have a race to run and no situation is original, there are others who we can learn from if
people are willing to share their experiences and encourage others. Instead of pointing fingers at others, we should all focus on the “log in our
own eye” to ensure we’re not taking away from the beauty of the gospel (the jewel) as we shine our light as a witness to others. And
amazingly, there isn’t just one single group of guidance that applies to me: I am an employee; I occasionally employ others for the purpose of
maintaining my home; I am an older woman to many and have had opportunities to provide mentorship; and I am younger woman raising up my
family and still learning what submission to my husband looks like. And that submission to and recognition of authorities God has placed in my life
in and of itself is a learning process that takes practice. Because, while I have an honoring husband who gives me equal decision-making power
when we don’t align, ultimately is someone who must decide. God has ordained that the man be the head of the household and is responsible for
the decisions made. And that’s a heavy weight! So, I shouldn’t add to my husband’s burden by having a bad attitude, being divisive or resentful.
Recently, my team of coworkers were talking about engagements and proposals, which naturally involves talk of rings. When they asked me
about mine, I had to laugh because Logan had sought my input for the ring and my desires were true to my character, but input primarily
focused on the setting as opposed to the jewel itself. I like to wear sweaters and I didn’t want a solitaire stone that would snag them. We all are
diverse and have different styles and tastes, and just as we might select different jewelry choices, we each present the gospel and live our lives
differently. I could trust Logan to pick a beautiful, quality jewel, but the setting (how it was displayed) is what made it attractive to me. The
analogy of my behavior being the setting in which the jewel of the gospel is displayed hit home with me, especially following that
conversation. We are all different, which allows us to connect and minister to people in different arenas, but we should each be presenting the
gospel in the most attractive setting we can offer. Keeping a jewel hidden or covering it with sludge does not change the value of the
jewel, but disguises the beauty of it and can cause it to be overlooked.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Is your life influencing others? How is your gospel-jewel shining? What can you do to brighten the look of the gospel-jewel in your life?
2. As the older, what advice would you give to the younger? As the younger, what advice/guidance are you looking for from the older?
3. What part of Paul’s guidance would you think doesn’t apply to you? If you don’t have a reason, how can you practically apply it this coming
week?

NOTES

Week #4—Chapter 3
Sean Hanley
BIG IDEA:
When the Gospel is rooted in the heart of a Christ follower, it always results in a life of humility, respect for authority, peace with others, and
unity within the church. All of this comes from grace through Christ and poured out generously on the believer by the Holy Spirit.
COMMENTARY:
In Titus 3:1-2 we are reminded that we need to follow those that are in authority for they are placed there by God. Does this mean that we are
not to question or disagree? No, I believe that questioning can and will make our relationships with each other stronger. Doing so, with pure
motives, can lead to a deeper understanding of God’s love and grace and allow us the opportunity to speak the love of Christ and have that
message be received well. Questions can also help us to have an answer for the “why” we believe. Being subject to rulers does not mean that we
are to follow blindly and allow that authority to lead us in ways that do not align with scripture. Vs. 2 ends with a call to show ‘perfect
courtesy’ (Greek translation) to all people.
Titus 3: 3-8 is a powerful statement as Paul walks us through the gospel and the saving grace of Jesus. He reminds us of what we were before we
received Christ, when we were living in darkness and in rejection of the love of God. Paul reminds Titus that we are saved by the grace of God. It is
out of that grace that Paul wants Titus to lead others. When we receive His grace, which is poured out onto us by his Holy Spirit, we become heirs
and have the hope of eternal life. Paul then urges Titus to speak this message confidently so that those who believe will focus on what is good, as
this is the benefit for everyone.
Paul implores Titus to not get caught up in things that can cause strife and division, as this is not useful, but to only do that which helps grow the
body of Christ. In the case of someone causing division, Paul lays out in verse 10 how Titus should handle the situation. In my opinion when we
let minutia start to divide us and we let the wounds fester the split grows wider. Once this happens it is extremely difficult for a body to come
back together. Which makes the notion of “iron sharpening iron” even that greater.
RESPONSE:
In the past I have and sometimes still struggle with authority. I remember a time I was in a customer’s house doing my job and got a call from my
boss. It was around 4:30 in the evening and he asked me to go to another job to repair a new install. I still had one other call and worship practice
that night. I was not happy about this and my next customer could tell that I was stressed and not happy. They started to ask questions and I let
loose in the wrong way. They and my boss did not deserve this and after a couple minutes I realized what I was saying, noticing that my attitude
was way off. I excused myself and took a couple minutes. Then I returned and apologized, explaining what happened and repaired the product.
The customer started asking questions and I was able to lead them to Christ. Apologizing about my behavior and following through with who was
in authority, God, led me to a soul that was ready to hear the truth and accept His gift. That is the Holy Spirit being richly poured out.
This chapter encourages us to live a life that is Christ centered. It is easy to fall back to the times before we accepted God’s love, however, it is
God’s love that needs to shine from us. Our past needs to be a part of our story, but the most important part that we need to let others know
about is how Christ’s redemption changed us. We need to not only tell but also display (as chapter 2 teaches us) Gods love. We do this by how we
act towards those in authority and living with grace towards others.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. We all have authority figures in our lives. Some are easier to follow than others. That is a potentially explosive conversation to have in our
world today, but nonetheless one that Paul challenges Titus with. As Christians, how are we to submit to our leaders in all walks of life and
how can it be a path to leading others to Christ?
2. Describe a time when you rebelled against authority and how it affected you. Describe a time that you submitted to authority and how it
affected you.
3. Read Titus 3: 3-8 and tell your testimony using the conversion pattern that Paul used i.e.. ‘formerly.... but now’.
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The Message of 1 Timothy & Titus (The Bible Speaks Today)

bibleproject.com/explore/titus/

Why Study Titus & Philemon?
https://www.ttb.org/resources/study-guides/titus-study-guide

ECF meets every Sunday @ 10 AM online (YouTube) and at

*Rose Hill Middle School in Redmond WA. Visit ecfconnect.org
for more details about who we are and what we do!
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